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Who are we and what do we do? 

The Peterborough School is an academically high achieving school, and we 
welcome children who can make the most of the opportunities that we offer 
and can flourish in the caring and nurturing environment of our school.  

The Individual Learning Department strive to ensure each student’s needs are 
supported in order for them to fulfil their potential.  Students with special 
educational needs and disabilities are regularly consulted to ensure their views 
are reflected in the provision we make for them.   

Currently we have 26% of pupils who have SEND or SEN Support, of which 
0.48% of pupils have an Education, Health and Care Plan. 

We can provide support for pupils with a variety of Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  We strive to ensure that: 

• Pupils with SEND can access their entitlement to a broad, balanced and 
relevant curriculum as part of the whole school community. 

• Pupils with SEND are educated, in an inclusive environment alongside 
their peers to enable each pupil to reach their full potential. 

• Pupil happiness is the core motivator for everything we do.  
• Parents/carers and pupils will always be fully involved in the 
identification, assessment and support of SEND. 

• We build close relationships with external agencies in order to provide 
high quality support for each individual.  

The School ensures that it complies with its duties in the Equality Act 
2010 and the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014. 
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How do we identify Special Education Learning Needs? 

There are four types of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), 
identified in the SEN Code of Practise (2015): 

1. Communication and Interaction 
2. Cognition and Learning 
3. Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
4. Sensory and / or Physical 

A school’s provision for SEND is defined as support which is additional to or 
different from that which is available to all pupils. Many pupils’ needs can 
be met through the Quality First Teaching they receive within the school 
curriculum. This is in line with the School’s ethos. 

At The Peterborough School, we recognise that students make progress at 
different rates and not always do so in a steady linear pattern. An 
individual may need extra support if: 

• Concerns are raised by a previous school or nursery, by you as 
parents/carers, or by class teachers 

• Your child is performing significantly below expected levels or is not 
making the expected progress 

• There is a change in your child’s behaviour 
• Your child asks for help 
• An external agency makes contact with us 

For more information, please see our SEND Policy.  

N.B We have strong links with external agencies such as Educational 
Psychologists, Speech and Language Therapists, Autism Advisory services and 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health services as well as many other specialist 
support providers. 
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How do we support those with SEND? 

All our teachers are teachers of SEND and therefore the majority of pupils 
with SEND will be differentiated for by subject teachers within their Quality 
First Teaching. Teachers pay close attention to Pupil Profiles (see below for 
example). Every effort is made to ensure that pupils with SEND can 
participate in all the activities available across the school. For example, with 
residential trips, we liaise closely with families and providers to ensure pupils 
will be able to attend and that there will be the appropriate staff available 
to support their needs.  Within School, extra-curricular activities such as 
Sporting Fixtures, Speech and Drama lessons, Music lessons and Choirs are 
well attended by our pupils with SEND. 

The Head of Individual Learning is responsible for ensuring that: 

• Teachers understand a pupil’s needs 
• Teachers are trained in meeting those needs 
• Teachers have support in planning to meet a pupil’s needs 
• The quality of teaching for pupils with SEND, and provision across the 
School is efficiently managed. 

Sometimes, pupils require additional support to make progress across the 
curriculum. Then, the Head of Individual Learning is responsible for organising 
interventions, in conjunction with the Heads of Key Stage, for an individual 
or small group of students. Specific specialist interventions and provisions are 
determined by the individuals SEND and each child has a personalised support 
plan, tracked on our Whole School Provision Log.  

Many students across the school have a Pupil Profile. This is an 
individualised, one page document that highlights an individual’s strengths, 
challenges, aims and ambitions, alongside information about their SEND and 
what strategies help them with their learning.  
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What a Pupil Profile might look like… 

Some students may also have Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) Targets to 
monitor their progress closely. Parents would be involved in discussions prior 
to APDRs being put in place.  

Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycles might look like… 
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What specialist expertise is available and which specialist 
services are accessed by the School? 

The Individual Learning Department are a team of highly experienced teachers 
and TAs who have specialist knowledge of a vast number of areas of 
SEND.  

The department also liaises with many external specialist services to ensure 
provision for our pupils is appropriate and meets all needs. The School 
works closely with any external agencies that are relevant to individual 
pupils’ needs, including: 

• Health – GPs, School Nurse, School Counsellor, external Clinical 
Psychologists and Psychiatrists (CAMHS), Paediatricians, Speech & 
Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists 

• Social Services – locality teams, Social Workers, Education Safeguarding 
Team, family intervention programmes such as those provided through 
Early Help Assessments 

• Educational Psychologists  
• Specialist Teacher Advisors and Hubs – Early Years Foundation Stage, 
hearing impairment, physical disabilities, communication and language, 
autism advisors and SEND team as required. 

All members of staff partake in regular training to ensure their skills and 
knowledge remains up to date and appropriate. This CPD is either run by the 
Head of Individual Learning or external experts in particular fields. 

We also recognise that parents are often the people with the best knowledge 
and experience of how their child might best be supported so we encourage 
parents to come and talk to those teachers working most closely with their 
child. 
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How do we involve parents/carers and pupils when we are 
implementing and evaluating the effectiveness of the 
provision of SEND? 

The School as a whole, operates an ‘open door’ policy and we encourage 
you to contact us whenever you have worries or concerns. Your first port of 
call will always be with your child’s Form Tutor.   

In the Senior School, information about the provision in individual subjects 
can be discussed with subject teachers or Heads of Departments. There is an 
annual opportunity for this at Parents’ Evening, however teachers can discuss 
pupils’ progress with parents/carers at any point in the school year.  

Pupil’s views on their SEND support are vitally important to us and we 
involve pupils in drawing up Pupil Profiles and generating targets for Assess, 
Plan, Do, Review cycles.  
 
The Individual Learning Department arrange to meet with the pupil, bi-annually 
to review a Pupil Profile. However, these are working documents, and 
therefore they may change periodically if a pupil requires changes to be 
made.    

All parents/carers of pupils with SEND are invited to review their child’s 
Pupil Profile and are encouraged to talk through it with their child. Parents 
are also encouraged to contribute to targets set for Assess, Plan, Do, Review 
cycles.  

Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan will have an Annual Review 
to which parents/carers and the child themselves are strongly encouraged to 
attend.  

The effectiveness of all interventions used within The Peterborough School is 
monitored and reviewed every term using data analysis and provision mapping. 
The Head of Individual Learning is responsible for this, in conjunction with 
and via regular liaison with the Deputy Head of Individual Learning, the Head 
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of the Preparatory School, Deputy Head, Head of Pastoral Care and Heads 
of Key Stages. 
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How do we help pupils with SEND when they are about to 
experience points of transition that they may find difficult? 

Parents must make the School aware of any diagnosed SEND a pupil has on 
entry to the School, in line with our Admissions policy.  It is also always 
helpful if parents inform us of any reasons, they think their child might 
need support when visiting the School for the first time, so that we can 
make the experience as positive as possible. 

For pupils entering Reception / Year 7 – The Early Years Foundation Stage 
Leader or Form Tutor (Reception) or the Head of Key Stage or Form Tutor 
(Year 7) will visit the pupils in their current setting. If appropriate, the Head 
of Individual Learning will accompany staff on these visits to ensure pupils’ 
needs are fully understood and she may make early contact with parents 
prior to a pupil’s entry into the School. Parents are also encouraged to make 
direct contact with the Head of Individual Learning regarding their child’s 
SEND if they feel it is appropriate.   

If a pupil has an Annual Review of their EHCP prior to entry to school, 
then the Head of Individual Learning may attend this if it is appropriate.  

For pupils entering into other year groups – If a pupil has SEND on entry 
into the School, then the Head of Individual Learning will ask parents to 
provide all reports from specialists and where necessary meet with parents to 
ensure appropriate provision is put into place.  

For pupils selecting options – Subject teachers, Heads of Department and the 
Deputy Head will guide pupils as to the most appropriate choices.  The Head 
of Individual Learning may be in contact with parents and advise pupils as to 
the best option choices for pupils with SEND. 

For pupils in Year 11 – The Head of Careers will work with the Head of 
Individual Learning to offer advice and support to pupils with SEND and their 
parents to ensure a successful transition into Post -16 education. 
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Who is the School Governor for SEND? 

The Head of Individual Learning reports annually to the Senior Leadership 
Team and the School Governors regarding the progress of students with 
SEND; this report does not refer to individual students and confidentiality is 
always maintained. 

The School Welfare Governor is responsible for SEND and meets with the 
Head of Individual Learning. This ‘SEND link Governor,’ Mrs Katie Hart may 
also report to the School Council, to keep all the Governors’ informed of 
SEND policy and processes. 
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Who can I contact if I have a question about an aspect of 
SEND provision in School? 

If you are concerned about an aspect of your child’s support, please 
contact one of the following: 

• Your child’s Form Tutor 
• Head of Individual Learning (Miss Megan Gray) 
• Deputy Head of Individual Learning (Ms Ella Drew) 
• Your child’s Head of Key Stage 
• Head of Preparatory School (Mrs Elding) 
• Deputy Headmaster (Mr Cameron) 
• Headmaster (Mr Meadows) 
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If you would like further information about how the local LAs support families 
of children with SEND please go to: 

Familyvoice.org 

Peterborough Local Offer https://www.peterborough.gov.uk/residents/special-educationalneeds/local-
offer/ 

Lincolnshire Local Offer    https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/parents/support-and-aspiration/senand-d-
reforms/the-local-offer/ 

Cambridgeshire Local Offer 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20136/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities 

Other websites you might find useful are: 

http://www.autism.org.uk/ 

http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/ 

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/dysgraphia/ 

http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/dysgraphia/


14 
 

http://www.dyscalculia.org/ 

http://livingwithadhd.co.uk/ 

http://www.nhs.uk/pages/home.aspx 

https://youngminds.org.uk/ 
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